
What is your guide?

Here in New Orleans, we celebrate Epiphany as the start of Carnival season.  And this year, we
have more reason to celebrate as we (hopefully, as of this writing) make up for missed time last
year when the Covid pandemic dramatically changed how we gather and congregate.  I can
taste the king cake now……let’s pray this new variant doesn’t change our celebrations yet
again!

Our faith, however, asks us to look on Epiphany as a celebration of three men who were guided
by their faith to a poor baby in a remote town far away from them.  How many times have we
gone on a journey, only guided by our faith?  I think of those Sunday afternoons when my Dad
would say, “Let’s go for a drive!” in the days of paper maps and sometimes getting lost.  There
was nothing like the thrill of diving into the glove compartment to get out a map and figure out
where we were.

I also think of my own 18-hour car ride away from friends and family 15 years ago to start a new
adventure in New Orleans, knowing only a few people in a hurricane-ravaged city.  I remember
saying to those who asked that it was one of the biggest decisions of my life to move so far
away, but I truly felt that I was driven by the Spirit to come here.  I found a warm and welcoming
city despite all of the destruction of Katrina, a husband, and an amazing community of friends.
These trips all involved risks on some level, but they all turned out well.

It’s hard in these days of GPS and busy schedules to envision a time of just going somewhere on
faith.  The magi had a star to guide them.  I had a job offer.  What do we use as our guides and
what risks do we want to take?  It’s so tempting to be guided by social media and sources that
are not healthy for us.  We sometimes look to people and things that offer easy ways to make a
decision, but there is one guide that will never fail us – and that is the Christ child we have
celebrated this last week, who grew into a man and Savior for us all.  May the end of your
Christmas season be blessed as you reflect on your journey, your guides and the risks involved.
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